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¢« of a ski chalet and
comes to mind? For
, it would be gingham
ins, crisp white broderie
ise, wooden chairs with
hearts cut out of their
;, lots of gemditlichkeit,
petn and a certain lack
phistication and interna-
| aplomb.
rtainly that was the
e that awsited Alps
usiasts in the early
5 and 1970s, And it
1't only the interior
n that seemed behind
imes; the plumbing and
Ing arrangements were
lly even worse, with
xuate hot water sup-
, too few bathrooms and
lid kitchens the norm.
jers from that era
ld scarcely recognise
“old haunts today, how-
The upmarket modern
et 15 a repository of
» of the most up-to-date
etry known to man, as
as some of the most
ingly comfortable inte-
, the skilled designer
conjure up,
has state-of-the-art hot
T systems, power show-
surround sound, Catb
ng, steam rooms and all
est, while still retaining

something of the old-world
charm that life in the moun-
tains 18 all about.

As Nicky Dobree, whose
scheme for a 300-year-old
converted farmhouse, la
Ferme de Moudon, in Les
Gets was a finalist for both
the Design & Decoration
awards and the British Inte-
rior Design Association
awards, puts it: “The most
important thing to me is
soul and for that you need to
retain a ot of the old.

“In particular you need to
keep the old architecture
and structure. Then you can
modernise the interior. But
you also want to be able to
snuggle down and for that
you need real comfort - but
modern comfort, not the sort
that makes you feel
oppressed, Some of the old
chalets were dark and claus
trophobic. [ open them up
and let the light in."

Kit Harrison, whose com-
pany, Descent International,
markets some of the most
luxurious chalets, agrees
that the moest saductive cha-
lets manage skilfully to mix
the old with the new. “The
sauna look with all that
tongue-and-groove panelling
that was so popular in the

1980s and 1990s has been
replaced with a much
warmer look. Our best cha-
lets have a combination of
clean antique plaster and
reclaimed timber on the
wall, It I8 very warm, intrin-
skcally alpine.”

She cites Michel Covarel,
the first man to build a tra-
ditional chalet with a
pitched roof in Courchevel
(most chalets until then had
flat roofs), as a designer pio-
neering the trend.

Descent International’s
chalets are furnished in
ways that are neither aggres-
sively modern nor faux
antique; they tend to have
clean, crisp furniture that is
modern yet soft and welcom-
ing. Very often the pieces
come from the sofler lines of
very contemporary designers
- such as Christlan Liaigre,
Andrew Martin, Kohler,
Poliform - all sitting side by
side with the 300-year-old
timbers.

The colour palettes now in
favour are muted buffs,
taupes, tans and the like -
very much along the Farrow
and Ball line,

While a mix of old and
new works for architecture
and furnishings, houschold

SKI PROPERTIES

skilful blend of the old with the new

»-of-the-art gadgetry has had a huge impact on modern chalet decor but designers are not tuming their backs on the past completely, writes Lucia van der P

technology must be cutting
edge. Andrew Dunn, of Scott
Dunn, which also has a
clutch of upmarket chalets
available to rent, says that
clients' Wleas of comfort are
rising all the time, Where
once a bathroom each was
considered the highest form
of luxe. these days it is
standard, From ensuite bath-
rooms (now designed to be
uncompromisingly modern
with brand-name fixtures),
the smart chalet moved on
to saunas, whirlpool baths

Chalet chic: one of Nicky Dobree’s schemes

and steam rooms. At Jeast
five of the Scott Dunn’s cha-
lets boast indoor swimming
pools. One has a hammam
(steam room) with a glass
floor, suspendad above the

swimming pool.
Even in properties with
living spaces full of

reclaimed timbers (found
either in old farmhouses in
rural France, say, or from as
far afield as eastern Europe),
huge plasma screens are de
riguewr and some of the very
smartest chalets feature pri-

vate cinemas, Kitchens have
to be spanking new and fit-
ted to professional stand.
ards, with gadgets such as a
machine that can wash a
clutch of glasses in two min-
utes Mat.

Antiques are usad only as
decorative touches because
homeowners don't want cute
little wrought-iron beds or
other fetching pleces if they
don't deliver on comfort.
These days, they want big
beds, and white Egyptian
cotton sheets (although it
geems they haven't yet
moved on to demanding spe-
cific levels of thread counts).

Dobree says that the key
to giving a ski chalet charac-
ter as well as comfort is not
only to mix old and new but
also to play with other con.
trasts. “1 use only natural
materials, such as stone,
marble and wood, but I'll
mix the old timbers and old
stone with contemporary
glass and lucquer-ware,” she
says. “1 use natural wools
and linens for the upholstery
and at the windows but then
I'll warm up the interior
with fur or hides. I'll always
contrast the very sleek with
the sensuous and I'll cone
trast the rough stone with

smooth [materials). 1 always
try to bring in a lot of light
and to have huge windows
for the glorious views."
Most good interior des
ers are careful to link a
to its geography - to give
decoratively speaking,
strong sense of place,
that is why a home In As

You want to

be able to snuggle
down - and for
that you need real,

................................

should never look much Bk
a wooden chalet in Megive o
Zermatt, which In turn vn#
differ from each other.
chalet in Megéve would fes
ture touches of rural

there might be old cow-

on the floor, wiledejouy
bedroom, Provengal q

or the odd small antique
links the chalet to its

In a Swiss chalet, the
designer would go the
route - finding old Swiss



