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Words of wisdom

TV grand designer and inferiors specialz'sz‘ Mcé_y Dobree converted
a 300-year-old farmhouse in the French Alps into a stylish and
contemporary ski chalet. Here are her tips for a large-scale renovation

Words Sarah Baldwin Photography Edina van der Wyck

What would you say to others embarking on
such a large project?

‘It’'s essential to have a master plan for the
whole project before starting off, including

a full set of drawings and a complete costing,
so that you can budget properly. Don’t
underestimate the time that it will take and
ensure that you don’t cut corners in order to
finish on time — you will only regret it later.’

Was getting planning permission tricky?

It took us 18 months to get permission!

It is a very old farmhouse, so there were
countless rules and regulations. It's essential
to work with a local architect to get planning
permission. We had to keep the original
facade, but were able to design the interior
exactly to our taste.

Any other issues with restoring an old building?
‘We encountered a few problems. The
foundations of the building were not what
we had hoped, and the timber was so old

it was rotten.’

What's the most important thing to consider
when designing a chalet?
“Timber absorbs a huge amount of light,

so never underestimate the amount of light
that is needed in a room. Moreover, your
choice of wood is crucial to the final look and
feel of your home. Ensure that you speak the
local language and make regular trips to the

site so you know what is going on.’

Any advice for dealing with tricky contractors?
‘Being a female on site is never easy.
Luckily, as a designer, I knew what I was
talking about, even though it went against
what the local contractors were used to
building in the Alps. I stuck to my beliefs
and it paid off.

What is the best thing you spent money on?

“The kitchen. There’s always a premium for
bespoke work, but it’s usually worth it. You
pay for what you get. Good design is all in the
attention to detail.’

What was the best and worst pieces of advice you
were given?

Don't give up. And the worst was don’t do it.’

To stay at Nicky's chalet in the French Alps, call
020 7627 0469 or go to fermedemoudon.com;
to see more of her designs, visit nickydobree.com



